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indidative of increasing Communist influence over Prime Winister

Qasim is »a rapart that Colonel Mahdawi, president of Iraql military

-lt’? !uu .r

court which convicted ex-premier Jommibi s well as pro-Egyptian

Colonel Arif, is scheduled to bhecome Minister of Interior,
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Mahdawi i either s Communist or very close to being one,
Heils also brother-in«law of Qasim,

Eahdawi conducted court in brutal and outrageous manner,
Present Interior Minister Yahya has been opposed to leftward
drift but is a weak individual,

Communists plan large demonstrations ia Mosul this Friday,
probably to provoke clashes which could justify crack-down

on UAR elements there,

Last Monday, Qasim for the first time publicly replied to Nesir's

propaganda attacks on him,
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Without mentioning Nasir or the UAR by name, Qasim accused Nasir
of withholding full support for the Algerian rebl@s, or failing
to cooperate generslly to establish Aradb foreign, military, and
economic policies, and of subsidixing "mercenary newspapers"

to attack Irag.

Qasim echoed recent Communist propagands in contrasting the
"dictatorship” of Nagir with the rule of “the people” which he
claimed exists in Iraq.

Attack on Rasir over Algerian issue hits Nasir ia currently
vulnerable spot, since relsations between Nasir and Algerian
leaders have recently deteriorated while Nasir entering deala to

sel fPREYSEIOE R&@efsgoqyogggngm RDP79R0 890A001 1000300084

1



Approved For Release 2002/08/12 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001100030008-4

1., Oasim may have chance to replace Nasir as Arab champion of

Algerian rebel cause; it closer relations develop between

paghdad and Algerian rebels, this could also be channel e
for increased Communist coatacts with rebels, :
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